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Press Release 
For immediate release: 11 June 2020 

 
Two NHS Nurses Start Fight to Save their Son’s Life 

 
A desperate family say costly treatment in Spain is now the only hope to save their 11 
year old football loving son Dean. Initial prognosis gave him just twelve months to 
live but he is holding on and now fighting for his life. 
 
Dean’s parents David and Mercy Mandabva are both NHS key workers from 
Buckingham, who are working on the front line in the fight against COVID-19. 
 
 
Back Story 
In early June 2019 Dean Mandabva, a fit, eleven-year-old boy, bright, clever and full of life, fell 

at school playing football. Tests diagnosed him with a brain tumour. 

 

David and Mercy were told that their young son‘s life could be cut short due to a high grade 

Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma (DIPG) – a tumour of part of the brainstem that controls blood 

pressure, eye movement, breathing, swallowing and heart rate.  DIPG is the deadliest form of 

childhood cancer. 

 

After MRI and CT scans and tests, Dean was moved to the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford 

where they were informed that his tumour was inoperable. 

 

The only treatment available to Dean on the NHS was radiotherapy.   After undergoing 30 

sessions of radiography Dean’s cancer went into remission in June 2019 and he was able to 

return to school and play football again with his friends. 

 

Tragically, eight months later in February 2020 Dean complained of blurred vision and 

following further tests the family were advised that the tumour had come back and spread to 

other areas of his brain.  His parents were then told there were no further treatments 

available on the NHS and Dean was offered palliative care to keep him comfortable in a 

hospice. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.braintumourresearch.org/info-support/types-of-brain-tumour/DIPG-diffuse-intrinsic-pontine-glioma


 
 

Page 2 of 6 
 

The Story Now 
The parents’ extensive research identified clinical trials available in America but due to 

COVID -19 travel restrictions, this was not possible.  However, the parents are not deterred 

and discovered that Dendritic Cell Therapy (a form of immunotherapy involving a cancer 

vaccine made from your own blood) is available in Germany and Spain.  The treatment will 

hopefully shrink the tumour and give Dean the chance to live a normal life, play again with 

his friends and live into adulthood. But this treatment will cost £50,000, a figure that David 

and Mercy just can’t afford. 

 

David works at Luton and Dunstable University Hospital as a Senior Staff Nurse.  David has 

15 years of NHS experience ranging from the Hillingdon Hospital and Grendon and 

Springhill Prisons in Aylesbury. Mercy works as a Stroke Nurse in Milton Keynes University 

Hospital. 

 

The irony for David and Mercy, who care for people every day at the NHS is that they can’t 

help their own son through the NHS and it has led them to today launching an appeal for 

£50,000. The family have set up a Go Fund Me page called “Dean’s Brave Fight Against 
DIPG Brain Tumour” in order to raise money to fund the specialist treatment.  Monies 

raised over the £50,000 target will be donated to the charity Brain Tumour Research (based 

in Milton Keynes) and local charities supporting Dean. The fundraising campaign is backed 

by the two leading charities in this sector, Brian Tumour Research and The Brain Tumour 

Charity. 

 

The Disease 
Brain tumours kill more children and adults under the age of 40 than any other cancer, yet 

historically just 1% of the national spend on cancer research has been allocated to this 

devastating disease. 

 

There are clinical trials underway to identify drugs that may help children with this type of 

brain tumour, but there are no chemotherapy drugs that have been universally proven to 

show benefit, so each treatment regime is approached on an individual basis. 

 

Quotes 
Dr David Jenkinson, Chief Scientific Officer at The Brain Tumour Charity, said: “Diffuse 

midline glioma (previously called DIPG) is a type of brain tumour that forms in a part of the 

brainstem known as the pons. They affect between 20 to 30 children in the UK every year 
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and there is no effective treatment. Diffuse midline glioma tumours are incredibly difficult to 

treat as they can't be operated on due to their location within the brainstem, a crucial part of 

the brain that controls vital functions such as breathing. Our researchers are determined to 

understand more about this condition and develop new and effective methods to treat it. 

 

Charity spokesperson Hugh Adams at Brain Tumour Research said: “It is just not right that 

treatment for children like Dean is heavily dependent upon access to clinical trials. As a 

charity, we support the ambition for at least 15% of brain tumour patients to be participating 

in clinical trials by 2025 

 

Hugh added: “The type of treatment that David and Mercy are seeking for Dean is extremely 

costly, particularly as it is located overseas. At a time when they are digesting the worst 

possible news you can receive as a parent, the fact that they are having to self-fund 

treatment, is unacceptable.  

 

“Funding for research into brain tumours needs to be increased to £35 million a year in order 

to prevent more families from being plunged into this nightmare, facing the bleakest possible 

prognosis. A basic scientific understanding of the disease is needed to improve options and 

outcomes and that will only come with increased funding. 

 

People can support Dean’s brave fight via the GoFundMe page below: 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/dean039s-brave-fight-against-dipg-brain-tumour 

 

END. 
Images attached. To be used with press release only. 
 

For further information, please contact: 
 
Margaux Webley, PR Specialist & Campaign Manager            07387 275073 
maggiewebley@yahoo.com  
 
Stephen Wallis, Freelance Journalist      07917 191177 
stephen.wallis61@btinternet.com  
 
Liz Fussey, The Brain Tumour Research, PR Manager  01908 867204 or 07811 

068357  

liz@braintumourresearch.org. 

 
Piers Townley, Senior Media Officer, The Brain Tumour Charity 07990 828385 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/dean039s-brave-fight-against-dipg-brain-tumour
mailto:maggiewebley@yahoo.com
mailto:stephen.wallis61@btinternet.com
mailto:liz@braintumourresearch.org
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Piers.Townley@thebraintumourcharity.org  

 

 
 
Notes to Editors 
Brain Tumour Research 
Brain Tumour Research is the only national charity in the UK singularly focused on finding a 

cure for brain tumours through campaigning for an increase in the national investment into 

research to £35 million per year, while fundraising to create a sustainable network of brain 

tumour research centres in the UK.  

 

The £35 million a year funding would bring parity with other cancers such as breast and 

leukaemia after historically just 1% of the national spend on cancer research has been 

allocated to brain tumours. This increased commitment would enable the ground-breaking 

research needed to accelerate the translation from laboratory discoveries into clinical trials 

and fast-track new therapies for this devastating disease.   

The Brain Tumour Charity 
Registered Charity No. 1150054 (England and Wales) SC045081 (Scotland) 

The Brain Tumour Charity is at the forefront of the fight to defeat brain tumours, making a 

difference every day to the lives of people with a brain tumour and their families. It funds 

pioneering research to increase survival, raises awareness of the symptoms and effects of 

brain tumours and provides support for everyone affected. 

The Charity’s goals are to double survival within 10 years in the UK and to halve the 

negative impact that brain tumours have on quality of life. 

It adheres to nationally-recognised accreditations and best practice guidelines for every area 

of its work. 

The Charity funds an extensive and diverse portfolio of research across the UK with the aim 

of doubling survival and reducing long term harm through improving the understanding and 

complexities of brain tumours, better diagnostic techniques and new treatments. 

The Brain Tumour Charity offers a comprehensive support and information service for 

anyone who is affected, including a support and information line, Information Standard 

mailto:Piers.Townley@thebraintumourcharity.org
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accredited fact sheets, online peer-to-peer support and a dedicated Children and Families 

Service. 

It funds and promotes the UK-wide HeadSmart campaign, raising awareness of the signs 

and symptoms of brain tumours in children and young people to make earlier diagnosis a 

reality. Earlier diagnosis will reduce long-term disabilities and save lives. 

In just three years, HeadSmart has reduced averaged diagnosis time from 9.1 weeks to 6.5 

weeks. 

Find out more at: www.thebraintumourcharity.org 

 

Statistics 
Key statistics on brain tumours provided by Brain Tumour Research:  

• Brain tumours are indiscriminate; they can affect anyone at any age  

• Brain tumours kill more children and adults under the age of 40 than any other 

cancer 

• Historically, just 1% of the national spend on cancer research has been allocated to 

brain tumours 

• In the UK, 16,000 people each year are diagnosed with a brain tumour (includes 

those with a secondary brain tumour metastasised from another part of the body) 

• Brain tumours kill more children than leukaemia 

• Brain tumours kill more men under 45 than prostate cancer 

• Brain tumours kill more women under 35 than breast cancer 

• Less than 20% of those diagnosed with a brain tumour survive beyond five years 

compared with an average of 50% across all cancers 

 

Additional facts and statistics are available from our website. We can also provide case 

studies and research expertise for the media. 

 

• Key statistics on brain tumours provided by The Brain Tumour Charity 

• Brain tumours are the biggest cancer killer of children and adults under 40 

• Over 11,700 people are diagnosed each year with a primary brain tumour, including 

500 children and young people – that’s 32 people every day 

• Over 5,000 people lose their lives to a brain tumour each year 

http://www.thebraintumourcharity.org/
https://www.braintumourresearch.org/campaigning/stark-facts
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• Brain tumours reduce life expectancy by on average 20 years – the highest of any 

cancer 

• Just 19% of adults survive for five years after diagnosis 

• Brain tumours are the largest cause of preventable or treatable blindness in children 

• Childhood brain tumour survivors are 10 times more likely to suffer long term 

disability than well children.  This accounts for 20,000 additional disabled life years 

for all the children who are diagnosed each year 

• Research offers the only real hope of dramatic improvements in the management 

and treatment of brain tumours.  Over £500m is spent on cancer research in the UK 

every year, yet less than 2% is spent on brain tumours 
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